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SUV rollovers, soaring fuel prices, slippery driving conditions – they all have four things in common; the four contact patches where the rubber meets the road.  If you stop and think about it, the multi-thousand pound vehicle you’re driving is connected to the road by four small patches of rubber, each about the size of your hand.  

How can you make the most out of this connection?  First of all, always make sure that your tires are properly inflated.  If you don’t know how much air pressure they take, check your owner’s manual or on the sticker usually placed in one of the door sills of your vehicle.

Secondly, inspect your tires for uneven wear.  Are they worn more on the outside edges?  If so, they’ve probably been underinflated for quite some time.  Are they worn more in the middle?  That’s typically a sign of overinflation.  You’re more apt to see that on the rear tires of a front-wheel drive car or an empty pick-up truck.  Are there signs of cupping or other uneven wear?  You can usually trace this back to suspension and alignment issues.

Last, if your tires are down to the wear bars, it’s time for replacement.  In fact you can get a ticket for operating a vehicle on “bald” tires.  The main reason is that the grooves in the tread of the tire are there to channel water away in case of rain or puddles.  In these driving situations, your tires are essentially water pumps getting rid of standing water and giving you traction to drive safely.
If you want more in-depth information on terms like aspect ratio, slip angle, and carrying capacity or you want to understand speed and temperature ratings and on tire safety (including sizing) information in general, click on the link below.

Happy motoring!





