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Mason Racing News

Larry Mason Featured on “Inside the SCCA Podcast”

In November, Larry Mason
was the featured guest on
the live YouTube Podcast
of “Inside the SCCA” host-
ed by Brian Belanski. Since
Mason is a lead instructor
at FastLane Racing School
(the first racing school ever
to be accredited by the
SCCA), Belanski wanted to
understand what makes
FastLane unique. These
are long-format podcasts
and Mason answered the
host’s questions for just
over an hour. “I think it
went fairly well,” Mason

. | ey
said afterwards. 1
“I just wanted to INSIDE THE
represent the i

i . PODCAST
school in a posi-
tive light and GETTING SCHOOLED
WITH LARRY MASON
have more stu-
dents come out
and learn the

intricacies of

auto racing.” The owner of
the school was very
pleased with the results
and that’s the bottom line!
If you want to know how
Mason shares his
knowledge with up and
coming race car drivers,

and really, anyone who
wants to improve their
driving skills, please go to
YouTube and check it out.
It's also available as an
audio file and therefore
can be streamed at your
convenience.

Tech Tidbits—The HANS Device

The HANS Device is an
incredible safety innova-
tion that’s been around for
years. The acronym stands
for “Head And Neck Sup-
port.” The device is de-
signed to minimize the
likelihood of a basal skull
fracture when worn and
installed properly. It is
shaped like a horseshoe
with a rise in the back. It's
designed to be worn over
your shoulders in the race
car while the shoulder har-
nesses lock it into place.
On the raised up rear part,
there is a sliding tether
that attaches to each side
of the driver’s helmet. The
idea is that if the driver is
in a frontal collision, as the

body is restrained against
the seat belts (racing har-
ness), the head keeps
moving forward with that G
-force. By having the teth-
ers attached to the helmet
from the HANS Device,
that limits the amount of
forward movement the
head can make therefore
minimizing the chance
that the brain can be sepa-
rated from the spinal cord.
The most famous instance
of a basal skull fracture is
probably that of Dale Earn-
hardt at the Daytona 500
in 2001. Since then, most
sanctioning bodies have
made the HANS (or similar
devices) mandatory safety
equipment.

Mason has worn the
HANS for years and re-
cently acquired a new (to
him) one that had only
been used once. Despite
this, Mason had the
continues on page 2




Mason Gets “Seat Time” at COTA

Larry Mason was invited as a professional driver to coach an auto manufacturer’s VIPs at
the Circuit of the Americas Formula One race track in Austin, TX. It was a great opportunity
to learn the circuit so that if his schedule has him racing there, he’ll know the track and
the proper line to get around quickly. “It was amazing to me how fast and flowing the track
is, but also to understand that there are numerous technical and slow turns to figure out
too. The elevation change going into Turn 1 is spectacular and seeing how tight it is at the
top makes you understand why there are so many incidents there,” said Mason.

Tech Tidbits—The HANS Device continued

device inspected a re-certified in October. If you look at
the picture to the immediate right you can see the tech-
nician installing the new tether and slide locator. The
tether slides side-to-side to allow you to turn your head
for visibility. If you look at the photo to the far right, you
can see the tether installed and the helmet attachment
end pieces. You can also see the gel padding that goes
over his shoulders. All photos show the beautifully strong
and light, carbon fiber construction. For more info on the
HANS Device please visit: www.hansdevice.com
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